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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: WETLANDS
Cala Wetland Complex

WRU  Wetland Name Component Prioritised

1. Habitat ~ Ecological Condition

Valley-bottom

2. Habitat — management of state
forests

3. Habitat — Ecological Condition

4. Habitat - Wise-use
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: WETLANDS

CIL Indicator Narrative/Numerical Criteria
prioritised
Every 3-5 years, repeat the WET-Health Level 18 assessment carried out
in this baseline assessment, which was based primarily on land-cover types
Desktop and field in the wetland and the areas of influence in its catchment. This
verified PES recommended monitoring comprises desiiop detection of land-cover
category based on | 1 e o ot | change in both the wetland and its associated cachment,including a field
SUEE= el BUSEE ||y verification exercise of approximately 4-8 hours. Specific factors that need
Eml | should not fallbelow | 10 be assessed include:
assessment
undertaken for the | "°BAS ~Beategory | No further encroachment of IAPs should be pemitted into the
[ wetland. Levels should be maintained at less than 5% of the wetland
and catchment areas
= No further canalisation/furrowing/diversion of the remaining intact
Soep areas of the wetland
The extent and land
e practices should | EXplore options 10 instiute wise-use subsistence farming and grazing
Extent of the be managed to ensure. | Practices in the wetlands to lmit the impacis on the receiving environment
subsistence it does not increase | and to maintain the ecological condition of the system. Exsting guidelines
T || ot such as WET-Sustainable Use (Kotze, 2010) can b
arrre |Eetn | Easies ecological sustainabilty of agricutural activiies (cultivation, grazing, and
Wiseuse | relation tothe | baseline assessment | vegetation harvesting) within the Cala wetiand, as well as make useful and
exdant recorded in_ | and that viasise actionable recommendations for sustaining the use of this wetland
the baseline practices have been | €Cosystem.
EEIEL adopted to ensure the | ponitoring of the activities should be aligned with the WET-Health site
BAS - B category is | yigis,
meintained

WATER IS LIFE - SANITATION IS DIGNITY
.

6/18/2025

RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: RIVERS AND DAMS

Component
Quantity Quaiiy

RuNo.  saReacn a Rationale

Low Flows
High Flows
Nutrients
Pathogens
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: WETLANDS

Cala Wetland Complex

Component

Indicator NarrativelNumerical Criteria

prioritised

Every 3-5 years, repeat the WET-Health Lovel 18 assessment carried out
in this baseline assessment, which was based primarily on land-cover types
in the weland and the areas of influence in its cachment. This

mended monitoring comprises deskiop detection of land-cover
Desklop and field cnange in both the wetland and its associated catchment, including a field
verified PES verification exercise of approximately 4-8 hours. Specific factors that need
to be assessed include:

1. Habitat — alLevel 1B WET- ULl e

B || lley-bottom wettand | . No further encroachment of IAPs should be pemitied into the
e I e should not fall below wetland. Levels should be maintained at less than 5% of the wetland
o or he | (e BAS — B category and catchment areas.
Gala valley-bottom - No futther erosion of the livestock access paths within the direct
Valley- o] catchment associated lower portion of the wetlan
bottom W iy Gron o {3 I i o) ety
homesteads into the wetiand habitat
further l:anahss\mnNunuwmg/dlversmn of the remaining intact
areas of the wetland.
The  abandoned/
2 Habiar~ | e exlent of | dofunct state forests | 1o, iyg of the vegetation composition within the revegetaled zones to
state-owned should be  excised
management | {R OSSP et | Snre there is no encroachment of 1APs. Moritorng should be undertaken
of state: on an annual basis to ensure active mitigation measures can be adopted
forests wolland and s | habial  and S | yofore any encroachment becomes unmanageable.
200m buffer. associated buffer area
(200m)
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: GROUNDWATER
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: RIVERS AND DAMS
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: WETLANDS
Hogsback Wetland Complex

Component  ngicator NarrativelNumerical Criteria

prioritised

Every 3-5 years, repeat the WET-Health Level 18 assessment carried out
in this baseline assessment, which was based primarlly on land-cover types
in the wetland and the areas of influence in its calchment. This

Deskiop and field recommended monitoring comprises desklop detection of land-cover
verified PES change in the wetland and its catchment, as well as at least 8 hours of field
category based on verification for each welland. Specifc factors that need 1o be assessed
e LeE Ve The PES of the ntact | include:

1. Habitat — | Health
Eoere || e seep wellands should | . No further expansion of forestry activities or other impinging land
undertaken for the | "°t Bl below the REC uses into the remaining natural areas of the wetlands or their
intact sees of BIC. catchments.
wettand nthe - No addiional waler-reducing acivties in the wellands or their
Seeps (e catchments
(intact) e - No further canalisation/furrowing/diversion of the remaining intact
areas of the wetland
- The extent of American bramble should nol increase and should
ideally decrease in extent to at most 2.5% of the overall welland area.
Breeding
2. Biota - e o | Mantain avabie The status of the Amathole Toad should be moniored n collaboration with
vandpiopiy | PPEEI0 | broading popuiation of | the Endangered Widife Trust, who are aeady engaged in moniorng tis
VandHoyILs | g mathol Toad .| spacios n o gonra Hogsback aea. Tis shwld o epord ovory 3 5
amatolcus | AP 00 | the soep wetlans
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: IUA_S02
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: WETLANDS
Hogsback Wetland Complex

WRU  Wetland Name Component Prioritised

Seeps (intact) c
Habitat - Wise use and grazing
Habitat — Ecological Condition
Habitat - 1APs

Hogsback ‘Seaps (degraded)

Wetland
Complex

W
13

2

Habitat  Ecological connectivity
Habitat — Wise use and grazing
Habitat — Ecological Condition

Unchannelled Valley-Bottom
Habitat - IAPs

3. Habitat — Ecological Condition
Floodplain c
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: WETLANDS
Hogsback Wetland Complex

onent

s Indicator Narrative/Numerical Criteria
prioritised

Type

Every 3-5 years, repeat the WET-Health Lovel 18 assessment carried out
in this baseline assessment, which was based primarily on land-cover types
in the wetiand and the areas of influence in its catchment. This
e recommended monitoring comprises desktop detection of land-cover
e change in the wetland and its caichment, as well as at least 8 hours of field
e verfication for each wetland. Specific factors that need to be assessed
3. Habitat - | Health The PES of the include:
floodplain wetlands

Deskiop and field

Ecological | assessment should not fall below | = No further expansion of forestry activities or other impinging land
Condition | undertaken for the | 0 (7 ¥ uses into the remaining natural areas of the wetlands.
intact seef - No additonal water-reducing activlies in the wetlands or their
wetlands in the. catchments
Hogsback -~ No further canalisation/furrowing/diversion of the remaining intact
Floodplain complex. areas of the wetland

- The extent of American bramble should not increase and should
ideally decrease in extent to 2.5%

The floodplain welland should be reviewed every 3-5 years during PES
monitoring. The extent of sediment deposiion and channel erosion within
the floodplain wetland should be reviewed with each site visit. Rehabilitation
e interventions in the wetland should be reviewed in terms of maintenance
channel awisin | FOEREE SIS | requiements and ecological outcomes, induding uintended negaiive
int P | e geomoraic | 0utcomes. In terms o th latter, it appears that the Working for Wellands
e weirs constructed in the floodplain wetland have greatly increased the

likelihood of channel awulsion, and in terms of the long-term integrity of the

floodplein wetland
e wetland, may potentially benefit from a lowering of the current spillway
need tobe monored. | 1o
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: IUA_S03 RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: RIVERS AND DAMS

Component

Quantity Habitat
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: IUA_R02
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: WETLANDS
KwaMasele Wetlands
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: WETLANDS

KwaMasele Wetlands

WRU

33

Wetland Name

KuaMasel
Wetland
Complex

Valley-bottom & Seep.

1. Habitat - Ecological Condition

3. Habitat - Wise-use

2. Biota - the Vulnerable Arctotis
bensis
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: WETLANDS
KwaMasele Wetlands

Component
Type ’ Indicator Ra0 Narrative/Numerical Criteria p—
prioritised Typs | Comeonent Indicator RQO
Every 35 years, repeat the WET-Heallh Lovel 18 assessment carried out priortised
in this baseline assessment, which was based primarily on land-cover types
in the welland and the areas of influence in s cachment. This
recommended monioring comprises deskiop detection o land-cover Extensive grazing and the currently active agricultural practices i the wetlands
Deskiop and lkd change in the wetiand and s caichment as wel as at least & hours o feld pose a large threat to the welland's integry and the viabilly o the winerable
e verfication for sach wetland. Speciic factors that ned to bo assessed Arcots debensis. I is acknowledged that Ivestock producton and subsistence
atogory besed include: Greate a wetiand agricuture are currenly an important source of subsistence and income
o lomia s |l esarnmrs o frther expansonof escania dvelopments e thr pngng management plan. The | generalion for several households surrounding the KwaMassle wetland. These
el e s e En oo R0 contortng | ©entof subsistonce | uses conribute (0 the wellbeing of local households and there i, therelre, a
farming inthe welland | need 1o support these actvies, but simultaneously a need o promate and
Condition | assessmer below the REC of C. areas of the wetlands, and they should be limited within a 200m subsistence
L e wetiands, e sand | S"ovldbe managed to | empover the adoption of sustainabl / blter management pracies reaied (o
@ 7 e londs D ensure it does not farming and lvestock rearing practices. Existing guidelines such as WET-
walasel No further erosion should be allowed to occur within the wetland, and Valley grazing in the
3. Habitat — increase above the. Sustainable Use (Kotze, 2010) can be used to assess the ecological
Valley Wellands. the extent of actve erosion should be assessed during sach it visit Botiom and welland in elation
Y ! st o ' AN eape | Wiseuse | et extent mapped in the | sustainabity of agricultural actiities (cultivation, grazing and  vegetation
e Col e AR CEH GG ST DI L LD Lz rocordod ming | baselive assessment, | harvesting) wihin the KwaMasele weland, as well as make useful and
CEETIET ' c baseline and that wise-use. actionable recommendations for sustaining the use of this WRU. This would
Whers necessary, explors erosion conirol options if the extent of assessment practices have been require an additional veld condition assessment to be undertaken and would
B BT Sroslon Inareases, adopted to ensure the | contribute significantly to understanding the current and historical impacts on
et deboa e REC category of Cis | vegetation within the wetland.  Although this would require additional specialist
o e maintained expertise and would add considerably more time and resources to the
2 0a- wollnds tvoughe | 1y sty of At debensis in the Keallasele wetland shoud b e, ol greaty crease the resoulon of he.vegeaton
ne Asustanes | SSablEment o monitred curng montorng evry 35 years, A coarse companent of . assessment ana would conibule sgnicanly 1o e
Vierale | popuiatonor | BOeEEOn Gt | "o abundance based on e folowng e dasses & dovlopment of a i usisutanabl us plan o e weand
Arctotis Arctotis debensis especially in torms. n‘, recommended: sent; 2=Present but <10 plants; 3=10-100 plants;
debensis e e 01-1000 pants and 5=>1000 plants).
wotland by human
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: IUA_QO1
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: WETLANDS
Loodsberg Wetland

WRU  Wetland Name Component Prioritised

1. Habitat - Ecological Condition

W
o

Valley-bottom Habitat - Ecological Condition
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RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: RIVERS

Quantity Quatty

RUNo.  SQReach Rationale

High Flows

b1 lososoross |asom Jpaus Jevara - r0 R0
b2 |ososorost |asom Jpaus lemroners -m 00
A —
rvarcs of vt gy o
Ji e gt o
b3 Josoeorize josoe ot Fish R
[5ame ocoogen same 00535
lpa|ozieossst  |ozim et Fish e RO
[Sssctes accorang o0 70
e e o M X
s |ozieossr  |ozis et Fish
e |osoersss  |oaon it Fih (upoor)
b7 Jorsosrss forss reatBrak

WATER IS LIFE - SANITATION IS DIGNITY
LW\

ﬂ

RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: GROUNDWATER

RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: WETLANDS
Loodsberg Wetland

Cor
pri

ont
od

Type Indicator RGO Narrative/Numerical Criteria

Every 3-5 years, the WET-Health Level 1B assessment carried outin this
baseline assessment needs to be repeated, which was based primariy on
land-cover types in the wetland and the areas of influence i its catchment
This recommended monitoring comprises desktop detection of land-cover
change, but with approximately 8 hours of field veriication for each wetland

Specific features that need to be assessed include.
Deskiop and field

verified PES - No further expansion of IAP infestations in the wetland and its buffer

o osd | | 250,
obanta— | macomt T8 | TPESSeLonsbey | X o rows o s ae o be owaied n he
Seep | Ecological | WET-Health D ‘wetlands.

fall below the REC, which is

Condion | assessment
aB category.

undertaken for the

No further expansion of agricultural activilies or other impinging land
uses into the remaining natural areas of the wetiands.

Loodsberg seep No addiional water-reducing actities in the wetlands or  their
wetlands. catchments
Erosion control structures must be reviewed for maintenance each site
visit,

‘These should be verified by undertaking a rapid field verfication and checking
these issues against the GPS locations recorded for the baseline
assessment.
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RCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES: IUA_QO
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PRIORITISATION OF RESOURCE UNITS FOR ALL WATER RESOURCES FOR RG0S
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103
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NEXT STEPS:

Step: Agree RUs, RQOs &
numerical limits with
stakeholdgrs

Step: Finalise and Gazette

Consultation Component Draft RQOs
with and sub- and
stakeholders components, numerical
on RUs indicators limits.

configurations and their
associated RQOs in the

« Draft Gazette template: end-June 2025
 Out for public review: September — October 2025 (60 days)
« Public meeting: August/September 2025

« Minister to siin off Gazette
WATER IS LIFE - SANITATION IS DIGNITY
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Component

Quantiy Quatty Habitat Biota

RuNo.  sQReach Quat River L—

Low Flows
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Toxics
Pathogens

[m——
[
H

Jsamo scorsgion, same 00 as

o1 Josnorszs fasen Jat [prom 0 102

oz Josssorezs Jasis Jat acaors ewraerorer | X | X [ X [ x [ x [ x [ x [ x]x x [ xIx
x| ox [ x| x| x| x x| x| x |x

03 Joszcoreso  fas2e |koonap icators. EWR st KON

hos Jossrorers  Jassr kot (coner)  |avimtvaors Ewmtorsrzn | X | X | X [ x [ x [ x [ x x [ xx

Quantity Quality. Vegetation
In-channel
Phragmites
sp./reeds
luA_o3 10.5]Kat River Dam X X

Dams Dam operation  System (dam) ~ Reductionintive ~Clarity/ Secchi Alien aguatic
storage.

Disc Indication  <Y2"°3cteria

ndlevels  operatingrules plantspecies

10.2: Upper Kat and Kat River Dam
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THANK YOU!

Professional Service Provider: Department of Water and
Stakeholder Engagement Specialist Project Manager

Ms Simlindile Mahlaba Mr Lawrence Mulangaphma
076 177 4142/ 033 343 2229 mulangaphumal @dws.gov.za
Stakeholder fish@groundtruth.co.za

Project Director Project Manager
Dr Mark Graham Ms Rendani Mudzanani
mark@groundtruth.co.za mudzananiR@dws.gov.za

Project Manager

Mrs Kylie Farrell
0836864212

Kylie farrell9@gmail.com

All study reports can be accessed from the DWS
website: https://www.dws.gov.za/RDM/WRCS/
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